
Table B-90.  Female first-time full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields

in all institutions, by detailed field: 1991-1998

Field 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 37,538 39,904 40,209 40,395 40,312 41,116 41,390 42,670

..............Total, science and engineering fields 28,789 30,438 30,178 29,812 29,233 29,744 29,975 30,582

...............................................Sciences, total 25,409 26,858 26,668 26,315 25,844 26,179 26,186 26,712

...............................Physical sciences, total 1,913 1,907 1,888 1,855 1,776 1,832 1,887 1,728
.................................................Astronomy 39 42 43 36 41 49 40 46

..................................................Chemistry 1,441 1,412 1,421 1,406 1,333 1,373 1,457 1,297
......................................................Physics 405 425 405 378 361 373 355 371

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 28 28 19 35 41 37 35 14

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 992 1,047 1,041 1,112 1,093 1,035 1,079 1,280
...............................Atmospheric sciences 46 48 47 50 50 47 67 49

.............................................Geosciences 472 458 442 490 505 464 476 548
...........................................Oceanography 176 202 210 214 187 180 191 241

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 298 339 342 358 351 344 345 442

................................Mathematical sciences 1,509 1,493 1,382 1,373 1,241 1,243 1,225 1,247

.....................................Computer sciences 1,258 1,187 1,074 1,075 1,152 1,218 1,283 1,525

...................................Agricultural sciences 869 797 947 888 895 842 904 1,018

.............................Biological sciences, total 5,201 5,401 5,590 5,650 5,684 5,508 5,763 6,068
....................................................Anatomy 134 109 104 113 110 126 107 109

..............................................Biochemistry 448 471 496 449 443 420 421 463
......................................................Biology 1,300 1,348 1,337 1,313 1,304 1,293 1,368 1,288

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 274 369 382 391 415 404 389 509
.................................................Biophysics 52 41 51 28 44 36 32 40

.......................................................Botany 207 231 243 226 215 203 228 241
................................................Cell biology 284 312 343 346 329 365 392 427

.....................................................Ecology 102 102 137 131 132 128 130 124
...........................Entomology/parasitology 75 73 88 79 72 72 73 84

....................................................Genetics 172 189 196 210 210 230 270 254
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 448 443 424 456 445 427 458 457

.....................................................Nutrition 608 560 619 601 641 649 623 719
..................................................Pathology 120 138 160 162 143 143 181 157

...........................................Pharmacology 260 262 234 260 241 217 217 271
.................................................Physiology 261 240 253 251 329 286 244 258

.....................................................Zoology 195 180 182 171 164 151 159 137
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 261 333 341 463 447 358 471 530

..................................................Psychology 6,527 6,973 6,772 6,536 6,390 6,417 6,233 6,225

...................................Social sciences, total 7,140 8,053 7,974 7,826 7,613 8,084 7,812 7,621
..............................Agricultural economics 179 215 220 196 186 158 166 157

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 738 794 770 781 724 783 723 724
................Economics (except agricultural) 820 918 845 905 840 765 820 847

................................................Geography 306 306 374 341 311 339 349 317
.................................................Linguistics 404 415 386 386 352 415 402 321

.........................................Political science 2,668 3,039 2,999 2,776 2,806 2,848 2,541 2,418
...................................................Sociology 870 1,062 1,081 974 912 950 949 931

.............................Sociology/anthropology 108 121 109 148 84 127 110 118
...............................Social sciences, other 1,047 1,183 1,190 1,319 1,398 1,699 1,752 1,788

..........................................Engineering, total 3,380 3,580 3,510 3,497 3,389 3,565 3,789 3,870
...............................Aerospace engineering 103 115 96 99 73 86 94 89
..............................Agricultural engineering 29 36 35 41 44 48 57 47
...............................Biomedical engineering 164 159 176 157 182 181 231 217

.................................Chemical engineering 293 330 333 307 321 358 388 386
..........................................Civil engineering 800 902 931 1,013 958 988 1,003 1,011

..................................Electrical engineering 746 788 692 694 732 720 829 907
....................................Engineering science 39 47 52 46 37 57 52 68

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 407 394 411 438 348 312 323 308
..............................Mechanical engineering 353 361 381 351 321 379 393 350

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 195 218 173 181 187 198 201 245
....................................Nuclear engineering 39 45 36 22 27 39 25 29

.......................................Engineering, other 212 185 194 148 159 199 193 213

...........................................Total, health fields 8,749 9,466 10,031 10,583 11,079 11,372 11,415 12,088
.................................................Clinical fields 412 450 445 438 416 453 514 437

.............................................Dental sciences 105 136 135 131 134 126 143 151
..........................................................Nursing 2,235 2,223 2,227 2,389 2,447 2,384 2,524 2,478

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 248 225 237 242 222 246 243 295
........Preventive medicine/community health 1,174 1,308 1,408 1,371 1,553 1,409 1,348 1,693

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 2,728 2,976 3,102 3,272 3,375 3,659 3,556 3,795
.......................................Veterinary sciences 72 75 64 76 84 60 65 97

.........................................Other health fields 1,775 2,073 2,413 2,664 2,848 3,035 3,022 3,142

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering


